This candid outburst shocked his opponents and gratified the Whigs a
great deal; but his words have proved prophetic in a way he could not
himself have visualised.

An Ode in Imitation of Alcaeus is a piece of finished classical
work which again reveals Jones's high opinion of the Americans. The
poem presents his conception of an Ideal State ruled by high-minded
people and sustained by a firm moral order:

No more shall Freedom smile?

Shall Britons languish and be Men no more?

Since all must life resign,

Those sweet rewards, which decorate the brave,

Tis folly to decline,

And steal inglorious to the silent grave.24

The biting sarcasm, the impassioned plea for liberty, and the sense
of urgency in the atmosphere had a wide popular impact. In the first
instance, only a few copies of the poem were printed for a limited
private circulation; but soon it was sponsored by the Society for
Constitutional Information, and the poem acquired general publicity,
and was acclaimed for its dignity and brilliance alike. Like A Persian
Song, it was also to find favour with anthologists of verse.

An Ode in Imitation ofCallistratus, published in 1782, had again
a political impulsion, Garland Cannon says that "his source was
Callistratus's scholium as commended in Lowth's De Sacra Poesi
Hebroeorum/'25 The poem was prompted by the formation of the Whig
ministry. The last lines contain the hope of endless vistas of peace and
prosperity:

Rise, BRITANNIA, dauntless rise !
Cheer'd with triple Harmony,
Monarch good, and Nobles wise,
People valiant, firm, and FREE !26

But, somehow, the note of benediction was not so effective as the call
for awakening, and the poem did not become as well-known as its
companion.

The Moallakat, finally, was yet another of Jones's attempts to
convey to Europeans the beauty of Oriental poetry, although his own
* Ibid, p.390

25 Oriental Jones, p. 96
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